
 

CITY OF MERCER ISLAND 
2019 STATE LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 

 
 
The City of Mercer Island supports the following legislative priorities for 2019:  
 
1. IMPROVING I‐90 ACCESS  

Mercer Island needs improved access to I‐90 to reduce impacts to local streets, enhance traffic safety and 
increase mobility. We support working with the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) to:  
a. Implement improvements to the I‐90 access ramps, and  
b. Support solutions to relieve congestion on I‐90 and I‐405. 

 
2. PROVIDING LOCAL FUNDING OPTIONS 

Stable tax revenues for local government are essential for providing quality, predictable services to the public. 
We support legislation to: 
a. Expand upon the options available to local governments to raise revenue including, but not limited to, 

replacing the annual 1% cap on property tax revenues with a growth limit whose maximum is inflation 
plus the rate of population growth; 

b. Remove restrictions on REET 2 to match REET 1 and remove the technology and equipment restrictions on 
both REET 1 and REET 2; and 

c. Retain State‐shared revenues and curtail unfunded mandates. 
 

3. PRESERVING AND PROTECTING REGIONAL PARKS 
Aubrey Davis Park serves as an important regional pedestrian and bicycle corridor and provides a range of 
park and recreation amenities for the region. We request funds to implement the Aubrey Davis Master Plan 
improvements as identified through a comprehensive community engagement process. 

 
4. PROTECTING OUR HEALTH 

The health of our community is tied to our residents’ individual health. We encourage legislation that:  
a. Supports mental health counseling and social emotional learning in all schools; and  
b. Raises the legal age for buying tobacco and vapor products to age 21. 

 
5. PROTECTING OUR SENIORS, VETERANS AND DISABLED RESIDENTS 

Rising property taxes may have a disproportionate impact on our senior, veteran, and disabled residents. We 
support Senate Bill 6251 that would adjust income thresholds for property tax exemptions. 

 
6. PRESERVING AND PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT 

It is essential to preserve and protect the environment today and for future generations. We encourage 
legislation and partnerships that support progressive clean energy, climate protection, or other environmental 
health measures to achieve the following:  
a. A statewide price on carbon pollution that reinvests a substantial share of revenues into efforts to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions; 
b. Reduce transportation‐related greenhouse gas emissions by supporting access to public transit, fleet 

electrification, commute reduction programs, and cleaner fuel standards; 
c. Support an accelerated timeline to retire coal from Puget Sound Energy’s portfolio, maximizing 

replacement with renewable energy; 
d. Expand incentives for distributed solar energy generation; and 
e. Strengthen Washington State Energy Code encouraging “net‐zero” buildings. 
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Indicates planned community outreach, communications, and engagement. 1 

The City’s Comprehensive Plan states, “Mercer Island is not an island unto itself.” While we are part of a 
complex regional system, we strive to maintain local control, preserve our safe, livable residential community, 
continuously provide and improve quality municipal services, foster fiscal responsibility, value excellence in 
education, act as stewards of the environment, and endeavor to be open and transparent and to balance the 
economic, environmental, and social wellbeing of our entire community.

The City Council holds an annual planning session, where they discuss successes over the past year and identify
priorities and goals (“the what”) for the upcoming year. The Leadership Team takes that direction and creates 
a work plan (“the how”). Through a collaborative process, the Leadership Team develops budgets, capital 
improvement plans, departmental work plans, and special projects aimed at accomplishing the community’s 
vision and Council goals.

Goal 1. Prepare for Light Rail and Improve OnandOff Island Mobility
In October 2017, the Mercer Island City Council approved the Sound Transit Settlement Agreement which 
provides just over $10 million to offset the impacts of the East Link light rail project and partially compensate 
for permanent impacts. The Council’s goal is to expand access to transit through a range of options such as
improving pedestrian/cyclist connectivity, parking, and innovative technologies and services (e.g., ride share, 
bikeshare, microtransit, etc.). This goal includes engaging with the community on how best to allocate the 
$10 million settlement agreement.

Action Items: 
1. Convene a design charrette of agencies and stakeholders to provide input regarding traffic flow in the

North Mercer Way Park & Ride area, and to address bicycle, pedestrian, vehicular, and transit connectivity
on streets surrounding the light rail station. 

2. Partner with the community to identify best solutions for safe and effective bicycle and pedestrian
connections to the station. 

3. Coordinate Aubrey Davis Park Master Plan planning and community engagement with development of the
light rail pedestrian and bicycle design.

4. Examine regional smart mobility initiatives and technology needs to prepare for the future.
5. Pilot first/last mile solutions (ride share, microtransit, bikeshare, etc.) 
6. Explore options related to private commuter shuttles.
7. Explore transit solution partnerships with King County Metro.
8. Identify site for long term parking solution for Island residents.
9. Implement traffic mitigation projects to address impacts of the East Link light rail project. 
10. Work with WSDOT to implement improvements to I90 access ramps.
11. Work with the State Delegation and Congressional Representatives to identify and implement state and

federal remedies to improve access to I90.
12. Explore necessary Comprehensive Plan and Town Center amendments to support integration of the

Mercer Island Station into the Town Center. 
13. Participate in the Regional Trail Steering Committee to ensure enhancements of the I90 trail corridor.
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Goal 2. Maintain Quality of Life and Essential Services and Infrastructure by Addressing the 
City’s Financial Challenges

Delivering services and wellmaintained infrastructure is key to shaping Mercer Island’s exceptional quality of 
life; however, it is becoming increasingly challenging with declining revenues and increasing costs. 
Nevertheless, advance planning, including lifecycle cost analysis, for repair and replacement and changing 
future needs, are wise investments in time and money. 

Action Items: 
1. Conduct a robust community outreach process regarding the City’s financial challenges, engaging the 

Community Advisory Group (CAG), Island community groups, and residents through a series of public 
meetings and Telephone Town Halls. 

2. Address the projected operating deficits in the 20192020 biennium and beyond.
3. Administer the biennial citizen satisfaction survey. 
4. Prepare rate studies for the City’s utilities (water, sewer, stormwater, and Emergency Medical Services). 
5. Maintain and increase Thrift Shop annual revenue growth. 
6. Identify funding for renovation and expansion of the Public Works/Maintenance Center.
7. Continue to identify and implement organizational effectiveness and operational efficiencies.

Goal 3. Deepen the City’s Commitment to Sustainability and Livability 
In 2006, the City Council voted to add goals and policies regarding sustainability to its Comprehensive Plan, 
identifying that the Triple Bottom Line principles (Economy, Environment, Equity,) were key filters for Council 
decisions and City actions. At that time, the Council also committed to Greenhouse Gas (GHG) reduction goals 
in alignment with King County and other regional cities. Progress towards meeting these goals has been 
sporadic and will only be successful if a continuous and unwavering focus is maintained across all City 
departments, and if staff capacity exists to measure steppingstone achievements, plan new sustainability 
initiatives, and implement programs. 

Action Items: 
1. Prepare and implement a 6Year Sustainability Plan (with community involvement and significant 

engagement with SustainableMercer Island citizens group)  : 
a. Invite School District participation
b. Consider early action items such as: recognition as a BikeFriendly Community, Green Power signup 

campaign, home energy retrofits (with PSE), Styrofoam container ban
c. Ensure sustainability principles are part of the City purchasing/procurement policy. 

2. Explore adopting STAR Communities Framework 
3. Launch full implementation of new software tools that allow tracking of City and community GHG 

emissions, and energy efficiency performance benchmarking of major City facilities.

Goal 4. Preserve, Promote, and Enhance Mercer Island’s Focus on Arts and Culture 
Integrating arts and culture into our community improves economic vitality, livability, and quality of life. Arts 
and cultural programs engage the public and build community by improving health, mental wellbeing, 
cognitive functioning, creative ability, and academic performance. 

Action Items: 
1. Engage the community regarding arts and culture polices and goals for the Comprehensive Plan. 
2. Partner with the Mercer Island Center for the Arts (MICA) to identify alternative site locations. 
3. Research and explore creating a “Certified Creative District.”
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Goal 5. Enhance City and Community Emergency Preparedness and Planning
The City has gone beyond the legal requirement of having an emergency plan and has created a robust 
program involving all City departments, outside agencies, and community volunteers. Levels of preparedness 
and readiness can erode over time. By making this a priority, the goal is to enhance our community’s overall 
preparedness and resiliency. 

Action Items: 
1. Update the City’s Emergency Management Plans. 
2. Enhance the City’s emergency planning and preparedness program with the following projects: 

a. Improve the EOC facility to better intake and organize emergency response volunteers.
b. Implement technology enhancements (e.g., mobile/web applications, mapping, digital image, 

video/camera).
c. Develop a drone policy for City use following an emergency or disaster (e.g., landslides). 

3. Prepare draft Comprehensive Plan goals and policies supporting disaster planning and recovery (this item 
is on the 2018 Comp Plan docket).

4. Continue to develop and maintain partnerships with local organizations such as the Mercer Island School 
District, Stroum Jewish Community Center, Mercer Island Chamber of Commerce, etc.

5. Continue to recruit volunteers for: Community Emergency Response Team (CERT), Map Your 
Neighborhood Program, and Emergency Preparedness Volunteer Teams.

6. Continue emergency drills and trainings for City staff.
7. Continue outreach and promotion of individual, household and business emergency preparedness. 
8. Provide safety trainings for schools, businesses, and the community. 
9. Implement security enhancement at City Hall for the safety of employees and residents.
10. Complete the Washington State Rating Bureau’s evaluation of fire protection and suppression capabilities 

to maintain the City’s Protection Class (City’s current Insurance Service Office (ISO) rating is a 5 out of 10, 
with 1 being the best).

Goal 6. Update Outdated City Codes, Policies, and Practices
When an organization is reactive and driven to put out the latest “fire,” it means there is little energy or time 
left to update regulations, policies, practices, processes, and technology that help to prevent and avoid “fires.”  
Addressing these issues has now turned from a “nice to do” to a “must do,” and requires the attention of 
Council and staff.

Action Items: 
1. Update, amend, and/or develop the following Mercer Island codes and policies: 

2018
a. Critical Areas Ordinance (last updated 2005)
b. Code Compliance code provisions 
c. Appeals and processes code provisions
d. Transportation Concurrency Ordinance
e. Social Host Ordinance amendments
f. Code of Ethics
2019
a. Sign code amendments
b. Adopt 2018 International Residential Construction Codes
c. Wireless Communications Facilities (WCF) code amendments
d. Amendments to permit alcohol for certain Parks & Recreation events and functions
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2. Address obsolete systems and implement best practices through the use of technology:
a. Implement the Enterprise Asset Management System (launch 2018)
b. Implement the electronic document management and legislative system (launch 2018)
c. Initiate website update project by assessing websites to model and identify timeline, costs and vendors 

through RFP process (2018)
d. Implement mobile technology tools for the City’s widerange of customers and users 
e. Replace and expand critical communications infrastructure to support public safety and utilities
f. Replace and fully implement the Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) System for the 

City’s water and sewer utilities
3. Create/update plans, studies, policies, and handbooks: 

a. Update the Employee Handbook (last updated 2012) 
b. Update the purchasing/procurement policy 
c. Update the Parks, Recreation and Open Space (PROS) Plan (2019) 
d. Update the Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities Plan 
e. Complete a Tree Canopy Study (2018) and develop an Urban Forestry Plan (2019) 
f. Adopt the General Sewer Plan and complete a Sewer Lake Line Feasibility Study
g. Water Meter Replacement Plan
h. Update the City’s technology plan to include input from the “Digital Citizen of 2025” focus group 

4. Revisit and evaluate current citizen advisory boards and commissions to determine effectiveness and 
determine need for other or *new* boards and commissions. 

5. Prepare for a request for proposal and review proposals for the City’s solid waste contract.

Goal 7. Create Policies that Support an Accessible and Healthy Business Ecosystem 
In order to make the City a more sustainable and livable community, it is essential that it has thriving 
businesses that meet the needs of Island residents.

Action Items: 
1. Work closely with the Mercer Island Chamber of Commerce and local businesses to evaluate and address 

parking in the Town Center.
2. Review the City’s permitting process for commercial development/tenant improvements to ensure that 

best practices are used.
3. Develop a strategic planning process with the Mercer Island Chamber of Commerce and local businesses to 

identify possible actions to attract, retain, and sustain the business community. 
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Mercer Island School District
Capital Projects Update
School Board Meeting – September 27, 2018

20171 8 Levy Projects
Elem.
School 
Entries

Island Park’s main office was d
 office that 
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is refreshed and functioning well with the security vestibule installed the previous 
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Pool
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Roofing (with a possibility of solar panels)

50,000 with a 1:1 match for solar.
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MIHS 
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One area of low
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the removal of ew 

were installed.  The old collector box in this location was 
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d of September.
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Bus Lot wi surrounded
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MERCER ISLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
LEVY PROJECT PLANNING 
last update:  9/18/18 bf

Included Year(s) Scheduled for Work
in original 

levy budget
2016/17    

Completed
2017/18         

Current Year 2018/19 2019/20 2021/22 2022/23
MERCER ISLAND HIGH SCHOOL

Roof Replacement yes
Carpet / Flooring Replacement yes
Resurface Parking Lot yes
Restripe Parking Lot yes
Stadium Turf Replacement yes
Stadium Track Renovations yes
Stadium Lighting yes
  Engineering
  Replace Lights
Turf Selected Practice Field yes
Kitchen / Serving Reconfig yes no work planned
Tennis Court Resurface, Renovation & Lights yes
Main Gym Bleacher Replacement yes
Main Gym Curtain Replacement yes
Greenhouse Replacement yes removed old
Gym Scoreboard no
Security  Add secure entry no

ISLANDER MIDDLE SCHOOL
Restripe Parking Lot yes
Track Replacement yes
Miscellaneous Work (HVAC in Band Office) no

NORTHWOOD ELEMENTARY
Restripe parking & play no
Modify planting and asphalt at play area no

WEST MERCER ELEMENTARY
Roof Replacement yes
Carpet Replacement yes
Resurface Parking Lot yes
Restripe Parking Lot yes
Boiler/HWT Replacement yes
Field Upgrades yes no work planned 
Playgrounds  replace boarder and chips yes
Kitchen Equipment yes

ISLAND PARK ELEMENTARY
Roof Replacement yes
Carpet Replacement yes
Resurface Parking Lot yes
Restripe Parking Lot yes
Gym/MP Lighting Upgrade yes

CPM Seattle, Inc.  Page 1



Included Year(s) Scheduled for Work
in original 

levy budget
2016/17    

Completed
2017/18         

Current Year 2018/19 2019/20 2021/22 2022/23
Playground - wood chips and maintenance yes
Kitchen Equipment yes
Boiler/Hot water Tank Replacement no

LAKERIDGE ELEMENTARY
Roof Replacement yes
Carpet Replacement yes
Resurface Parking Lot yes
Restripe Parking Lot yes
Boiler/HWT Replacement yes
Field Upgrades yes no work planned
Gym/MP Lighting Upgrade yes
Playgrounds - chips and maintenance yes
Kitchen Equipment yes

MISCELLANEOUS PROJECTS
42nd Street Path no
ADA Improvements

Stadium Lift - repair/replacement no
Admin Building - Back Parking Lot Repaving yes
Admin Bldg Reception Area yes
Bus Lot yes

Fencing
Bleachers yes no work planned

Elementary Office Security no
Furniture yes
K-3 Class Size Reduction yes

IPE Portable Move
Northwood Portables

Landscape / Maint
  IMS / NWE / MIHS yes
District-wide Painting

Interior yes
Exterior yes

Security - camera system maintenance yes
Security - Radio Upgrades no
Special Education Upgrades yes
MARY WAYTE POOL yes

Pool supply & return pipe lining yes
ESCO Grant Design & Planning yes
ESCO Grant Construction yes

CPM Seattle, Inc.  Page 2
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EXISTING AND NEW FACILITY EVALUATION 

maintained. 

update.  However, changes and upgrades to technology have been noted in this report.

Island Park Elementary School

Island Park Elementary School was originally constructed in 1956 and was remodeled in 1995. The campus has two 

• Structural
The buildings have no serious concerns. However, their seismic design does not meet current standards. 

• Exterior

• Interior

• Electrical

Category 5 cabling and do not support current transmission standards.  The generator is connected to a single 

Executive Summary
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Executive Summary

• Mechanical

years.

• Site

Lakeridge Elementary School

Lakeridge Elementary School was originally constructed in 1953 and was remodeled in 1995. It scored 80.92 overall 

• Structural
The building has no serious concerns. However, its seismic design does not meet current standards.

• Exterior

• Interior

restrooms.

• Electrical

Category 5 cabling and do not support current transmission standards.  The generator and security systems were

• Mechanical

• Site

was remodeled.

drainage on the site.



Mercer Island SD Study and Survey Update | iii

Executive Summary

West Mercer Elementary School

West Mercer Elementary School was originally constructed in 1964 and was remodeled in 1995. It scored 85.60 overall 

• Structural
The building has no serious concerns. However, its seismic design does not meet current standards and minor 

• Exterior

• Interior

there is damage to wall corners in corridors. 

• Electrical

lamp color temperatures.  Classroom AV systems include only VGA cabling and do not have audio enhancement.  

• Mechanical

• Site

internal courtyard is not accessible.

Islander Middle School

Commons, as well as energy dashboard technology that can be used as a teaching tool.

• Structural

standards.
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• Exterior

• Interior

• Electrical

vintage buildings are Category 5 cabling and do not support current transmission standards.  The older vintage 

not allowed by NEC.

• Mechanical

• Site
The buildings and campus are now in compliance with handicap accessibility. 

There are three separate buildings on the site requiring the student body to move outdoors between buildings 

to secure the outdoor student areas or buildings.

Mercer Island High School

• Structural
The building has no serious concerns. However, its seismic design does not meet current standards, there is 
minor rust at exposed steel canopies at entries.

• Exterior

• Interior

Executive Summary
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• Electrical

T8 type lamps.  Video surveillance, access control, and wireless data systems have been recently upgraded.  

• Mechanical

• Site
The building and site are moderately noncompliant with handicap accessibility. The bus pullout along 92nd 
Avenue SE does not have easy accessibility into the building

Northwood Elementary School

classrooms, pull out shared areas, a library, gymnasium, and lunch room.

teaching tool.

• Exterior and Interior

• Electrical

• Mechanical

Executive Summary
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Crest Learning Center

• Structural
The building has no serious concerns. However, its seismic design does not meet current standards.

• Exterior

• Interior

• Electrical

transmission standards.  

• Mechanical

• Site
The building and site are moderately noncompliant with handicap accessibility. The designated handicap parking 

• Structural
The building has no serious concerns. However, its seismic design does not meet current standards.

• Exterior

• Interior

water damaged.

• Electrical

making replacement parts not readily available. Video surveillance, access control, and wireless data systems 

Category 5 cabling and do not support current transmission standards.  

Executive Summary
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• Mechanical

• Site
The building and site are severely noncompliant with handicap accessibility. Accessible parking requires patrons 

door handles do not have levers.

room terminates into a planter.

Mary Wayte Pool

• Site

• Electrical

• Mechanical

Executive Summary



Mercer Island SD Study and Survey Update | viii

Executive Summary

BUILDING AREA SQUARE FOOTAGE SUMMARY AND OSPI COMPARISON
OSPI SF Area Inventory Record

Building November 2009 June 2018

Island Park Elementary School 49,399 49,399 
Lakeridge Elementary School 51,946 51,946 
West Mercer Elementary School 54,221 54, 221 
Islander Middle School 119,935 169,085 
Mercer Island High School 206,919
North Mercer Campus
Northwood Elementary School
Crest Learning Center 10,058 10,058 
Totals 563,195 635,705

BUILDING CONDITION EVALUATION SCORE SUMMARY
Score

Facility 2013 2018

Island Park Elementary School
Lakeridge Elementary School 82.65 80.92
West Mercer Elementary School 88.18 85.60

 Main Building
 300 Wing

 96.94
Mercer Island High School 85.21 84.50
Northwood Elementary School 98.91
Crest Learning Center 84.63
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