
City of Mercer Island  

Community Garden Program 

“P-Patch” 
 

 

 

 

P-PATCH Contact 
City of Mercer Island Parks & Recreation 

Recreation Specialist: TBD 
Miparks@MercerIsland.gov 

Phone: 206.275.7609 

 

Garden Location 
Above/behind the Mercer Island Community & Event Center 

8236 84th Ave SE Mercer Island, WA 98040 

www.mercerisland.gov/parksrec 

 

Garden Hours 
The garden is accessible daily from sunrise to sunset. 

*Community events, holidays, or other circumstances may periodically impact access to garden area. Participants 
will be notified as early as possible regarding impacts to access. 
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About the Program 

 

The City of Mercer Island P-Patch was established behind the former Mercer View Elementary 

School in conjunction with the Earth Day Movement of 1977. Now located behind the Mercer 

Island Community and Event Center (MICEC), within Luther Burbank Park, the current P-Patch 

occupies approximately 49,000 sq. ft. (1.1 acre) of park space. The P-Patch includes 

approximately 50 - 60 plots that vary in size, slope, and visual appearance which are cultivated 

by participants.  

Mercer Island Parks and Recreation staff are responsible for the coordination and management 

of the P-Patch program, which includes establishing guidelines, assigning plots, communicating 

with participants, collecting program fees, and performing routine area maintenance such as 

delivering wood chips, providing access to irrigation, trash and debris removal, and maintaining 

pathways.  

Purpose Statement:  

The Mercer Island P-Patch is a community garden program coordinated by the City of Mercer 

Island and cultivated by Mercer Island residents through environmentally sustainable practices. 

The P-Patch program provides the opportunity for participants to grow food and ornamental 

plantings within individual plots enabling opportunities for connections within the community, 

increased food security, and improved physical and mental health for visitors and participants 

alike. 

 

Program Objectives 

• Provide and allocate designated plot areas for community garden activities. 

• Enable gardening and gathering opportunities which improve both mental and physical 

health.  

• Align participation with maintaining the natural character of the park and minimize 

unnatural physical and visual impacts to the surrounding park and neighborhood area.  

• Provide an environment that enables participants of different ages and demographics to 

come together, interact, and cultivate meaningful relationships through gardening.  

• Utilize garden plots and the surrounding area to enhance biodiversity and contribute to 

the preservation of the environment.  
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Registration  
 
Eligibility:  

• Plot holders must be a Mercer Island residents & and 18 years of age or older.   

• Registered annually 

• Demonstrate active gardening, plot maintenance and adherence to P-Patch Rules. 
 
Registration Steps:  
Priority for plot allocation will be given to the previous year’s plot holders, with available 
remaining plots distributed to those on the waitlist, then on a first come, first served basis.  
 

• December 1- 15 Applications accepted. 
o Plot Holders and waitlist will receive email with details.  

• January 17- Conditions of use, plot location and registration confirmed and sent to 
participant for agreement.     

• February 1- Deadline to receive payment. 
o Registrants with unpaid balances will be removed, and the plot will be 

considered vacant to be assigned to waitlist.   
Waitlist 
To join the waitlist complete an application or, email  MIParks@mercerisland.gov or call 
206.275.7609 

• Provide: address, email, and phone number.  
 
Payment Information, Fees, and Refunds 
 
The following fees are based on plot size as determined by staff: 
Large plot ……………………………………………………………….………$75.00 
Small plot…………………………………………………….....................$60.00 
Balance due: Prior to February 1.    
 
Refunds  
There are no refunds for the P-Patch program. 
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P-Patch Rules (Approved 10.5.23) 
 

GENERAL:  
1. Plot holders must be Mercer Island residents, at least 18 years of age, and registered 

annually by February 1 to be eligible for participation.  

2. Priority for plot allocation will be given to the previous year’s plot holders, with available 
remaining plots distributed to those on the waitlist, then on a first-come, first-serve 
basis.  

3. There is a maximum of one plot per household.  

4. Plot holders may not transfer their garden space to others.  

5. Children are welcome and encouraged to garden, those under the age of twelve (12) 
must be supervised by the plot holder.  Do not allow children to run in the patch area or 
play in/on other plots. 

6. Dogs, cats, and other animals are not allowed in the garden at any time (except service 
animals). 

7. Plot holders and guests shall conduct themselves in a courteous, respectful manner at 
all times. Plot holders and guests shall refrain from profanity, harassment, disruptive 
behavior, or abuse of any kind. 

8. Smoking, vaping, and alcohol are prohibited in the P-Patch area.  

9. Do not enter other plot spaces without the permission of the plot holder.  

10. Motorized equipment is not allowed in the P-Patch area, except for battery powered 
garden tools. Only City vehicles are permitted to drive to the P-Patch area.     

11. Plot holders are responsible for cultivating, weeding, fertilizing, watering, end-of-season 
clean up, and all other care for their plots.   

12. Tools, equipment, materials, and supplies must be neatly stacked and stored or 
discarded of. Plots may not exhibit signs of abandonment, neglect, safety hazards, or be 
overrun by weeds.  

13. Plants on the State’s Noxious Weed List as well as illegal, controlled, or invasive plants 
are prohibited. 

14. The P-Patch program is an organic gardening program. Use of pesticides, herbicides and 
insecticides made from synthetic materials as well as use of chemical fertilizers is 
prohibited. Fully composted manures such as steer and chicken manure are allowed.  

15. Plantings, materials, fencing, and equipment must be kept within the borders of your 
identified plot. Allow space for vining or spreading crops within the plot boundaries.   

16. Sale of harvests and/or use of a plot for commercial purposes is prohibited. 
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17. Plot holders will have seasonal access to hose spigots and must be present at their plots 
while watering. Drip irrigation may not be left on or unattended. Hoses must be 
disconnected when not in use and must be neatly stored within plot holder’s plot.  

18. Tarps, plastic sheeting, gravel, stone, concrete, and other non-permeable ground 
coverings are prohibited. Porous landscape/weed barrier fabric, wood chips, and burlap 
are allowed.   

19. Plot holders are responsible for keeping pathways and fence lines adjacent to their plot 
clear and free of rocks, tools, plantings, and other obstacles.  

20. Permanent structures and non-planting related installations are prohibited.  

21. With prior approval from the Recreation Coordinator, plot holders may install raised bed 
structures and storage units (up to 30 inches in height). These installations will be 
allowed as long as they do not disrupt adjacent plots and do not obstruct pathways.  

22. Temporary trellises must not exceed 6 ft in height or disrupt adjacent plots.   

23. The following items are prohibited in plots: Painted/stained building materials, 
overhead netting or covers, yard art/decor, signage, displayed verbiage, lighting, and 
electric deterrent noise devices. Plant identification markers or tags no bigger than 20 
square inches are permitted.    

24. Plot Fencing: 

a. May be a maximum of 6’ in height including all posts and gates (measured from 
lowest point). 

b. Only steel/wire fencing is permitted and must not be coated or painted. 
c. Posts may not be set in concrete, must be no larger than 4” x 4”, and have a 

separation of no less than 8’ between posts. A single gate may be placed with a 
shorter distance between posts.  

d. All metal stakes must have caps. 

25. City staff may prohibit installations, plantings, or behaviors that do not align with the P-
Patch program’s objectives, violate the anti-harassment policy, or which negatively 
impact others.  

 
WARNING:  

Those who do not follow P-Patch Community Garden Rules will be notified with one written 

warning. Non-compliance and/or lack of communication within 2 weeks of that notification will 

result in dismissal from the P-Patch Community Garden program. All fees are non-refundable. 

Any plot that remains unattended or uncultivated by May 1st of each year will be cleaned out 

and reassigned without refund or access to crops. Repeated failures to abide by the P-Patch 

Program rules will result in dismissal from the P-patch Community Garden program and will 

void future eligibility.   
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SECURITY NOTICE:  
If you witness or experience garden theft or vandalism, please notify the police by calling (206) 
275.7610   to file a report. Please also call the Parks and Recreation office at (206) 275-7609. 
Due to the open nature of parks and garden sites, The City of Mercer Island is not responsible 
for loss of garden products or personal items left on site. 
 

Additional Information:  

• Contact staff:  

o If you have questions about the program or expectations. 

o To report unsafe conditions  

o If you would like to move to a different plot location, re-align your plot 

boundaries, or to shrink your plot into a more manageable size. 

• Discard garbage and non-compostable items in the dumpster in the parking lot.  

o Please don’t discard large or bulky items in the general garbage cans. 

• DO NOT discard plantings, soil or other foreign items in the adjacent areas to plots or in 

the black berry bushes. Compostable materials may be placed in the boxes near the 

garden shed.  

• Staff is happy to support the P-Patch community in providing support with promotion 

and access to MICEC facility (when available) to enable participant led parties and 

gatherings. Just ask!  

 

Services at P-Patch Community Garden 

• Water Access: Water spigots are strategically located throughout the garden for your 

convenience. *Participants must be on-site while watering and hoses must be 

disconnected and stored following each use. 

• Woodchip Delivery: As available- City staff will maintain a pile of woodchips near the 

shed at the P-Patch. These are available free of charge.  

• Wheelbarrows: Available to you from the parking lot to/from the P-Patch. Please return 

to the storage container near the parking lot after each use. 

• Storage Shed: Access is provided for each participant to store hand-tools and 

equipment. The City of Mercer Island is not responsible for loss or theft of items placed 

in shed.  

• Transport Support: City staff will specify and communicate specific dates they will be 

onsite to assist in the spring and fall by providing transportation for supplies. 

• Fall / Spring Clean-up: On-site dumpster will be placed at P-Patch for specific dates. 

• Please report maintenance related items to: 

a. https://www.mercerisland.gov/publicworks/page/submit-service-request  

b. Miparks@mercerisland.gov  

https://www.mercerisland.gov/publicworks/page/submit-service-request
mailto:Miparks@mercerisland.gov

